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The specific goals of ERHG’s activities are to raise awareness and pro-
mote historic gardens, to develop a relationship with the Council of
Europe and other European institutions by closely collaborating with
the European Institute of Cultural Routes, to promote dialogue and ex-
change of good practices in terms of the appreciation of Cultural Herit-
age, to encourage collaboration with public administration and private
organisations to carry out joint actions, to promote and carry out educa-
tional activities connected with the historic gardens in the cultural route
and aimed at young people, in order to stimulate their knowledge of
their roots and consolidate European identity, and to harmonise, within
sustainable development, cultural and tourist activities that are carried
out in the places where historic gardens are situated.

The mission and objectives of the ERHG have always been part of the idea
of European cultural routes. Their priority activities are implemented
in several main areas, including cooperation in research and develop-
ment, strengthening the memory of European history and heritage, con-
temporary cultural and artistic practice, educational exchange of young
Europeans, and, last but not least, cultural tourism conducted while
maintaining the principles of sustainable development. On 30 October

2020, the Governing Board of the Extended Partial Agreement favour-
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ably considered the application procedure for the Council of Europe’s
Cultural Routes (EPA); the ERHG obtained a European Cultural Route
certificate and joined the group of 45 certified routes leading through
various facets of European culture. The Museum of King Jan III’s Pal-
ace at Wilanow, represented by Lukasz Przybylak, was very strongly
involved in the whole process.

The ERHG is managed by the management board along with represent-
atives of all the member gardens. Currently, the management board
consists of Jaume Dulsat i Rodriguez (President), Lukasz Przybylak
(Vice-President), Anna Fuentes Fernandez (Secretary), Marketa Stve-
rakova (Treasurer), Xavier Flores Moyano (Member), Maria del Pozo
Lopez (Member). The technical manager coordinates the organisation’s
activities in the executive scope; the advisory functions are perfumed by
the Scientific Committee. Its members are representatives of academic
circles, scientists and specialists in the domain of gardens, heritage, cul-
ture and tourism from various countries: Bianca Maria Landi, Elisabeth
Keegan, Lukasz Przybylak, Maria del Pozo Lopez, Maria Matos Silva,
Monika Drag, Ménica Luengo Afién.!

During the first three years of ERHG’s activity, two sets of rules were
developed: for the admission of new members and for the verification
of gardens already associated in it. Each applicant institution is obliged
to fill in a form where it provides information on the history of the com-
plex, its transformations and renewal endeavours, artistic and historical
values, cultural, educational and scientific activities carried out, as well
as publications related to the garden in question. All submissions are re-
viewed and verified by the Scientific Committee. The official admission
of a garden to the ERHG takes place at one of the two mandatory annual
reunions of its members, upon the acceptance of all the partners with
full voting rights. Currently, the organisation brings together 37 historic
gardens from eight countries, as well as five institutional partners and
three independent collaborators.? The Museum of King Jan III’s Palace
at Wilanow was officially accepted as a member on 15 December 2017.

The European Forums on Historic Gardens

One of the statutory activities of ERHG is the annual Forum on Historic
Gardens. It has the character of open discussions on issues presented
in two thematic blocks. One of them focuses on historical and cultural
issues, the other is devoted to the questions of practical management of
garden heritage. The Forum also organises study visits to the host gar-
dens and meetings of the Management Board and the Scientific Com-

1 The composition of the ERHG management board and scientific committee reflects the
situation as of September 2021.

2 See Appendix 1. Register of members and partners of the European Route of Historic
Gardens (as per 31 December 2021).
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(Hannover, Germany)
3-5'September 2021

Official presentation of the certificate of membership to the Museum of King Jan I1I’s Palace at Wilanow
during the 3rd Forum of Historic gardens in Hanover. From the left: Jaume Dulsat i Rodriguez, Nela
Kokoszka, Jacek Kusmierski, fukasz Przybylak
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of the European Route of Historic Gardens in the years 2017-2021



mittee, where key decisions related to the broadly understood develop-
ment of the ERHG, including scientific, informational, promotional as
well as administrative activities, are taken. So far, four editions of the
event have taken place.

The first Forum was held on 7 and 8 September 2017 in Lloret de Mar.
It was primarily devoted to the essence of European cultural routes and
their importance for the development of the protection of cultural her-
itage and tourism. An important part of the event was the presentation
of the gardens (including the Wilanéw gardens), whose representatives
took part in the forum. They complemented the theses put forward dur-
ing the inaugural lecture given by Prof. José Tito Rojo of the Univer-
sity of Granada (UGR), entitled ‘Historic gardens, the past and present
of Europe’s historic and natural heritage’. The forum culminated in the
official establishment of the European Network of Historic Gardens.?
The second Forum was hosted by the Italian foundation La Fondazione Na-
zionale Carlo Collodi, which takes care of the historic gardens of the Villa
Garzoni. The meeting took place on 5 and 6 September 2018 and was
a general session of the emerging network. It was decided to set up a sci-
entific committee. The then head of the Garden Department of the Muse-
um of King Jan III’s Palace at Wilanow, Lukasz Przybylak, was appointed
to become one of its members. There was also a discussion one issues of
relevance to the newly emerging organisation, including the membership
rules and proposed verification methods, the visual identification of as-
sociated institutions and the main areas of activities in which the ERHG
could take part in the future. The second Forum was preceded by a general
meeting of the Management Board, which took place on 8 March 2018 at
the Museum of King Jan III’s Palace at Wilanow.

The third Forum was held a year later, on 19-21 September in the Por-
tuguese town of Sintra under the heading ‘“Maintaining and Managing
Historic Gardens for a New Era’. The meeting was attended by rep-
resentatives of 28 historic gardens from six countries. The issues dis-
cussed could be directly confronted with reality thanks to study visits to
the gardens of the National Palace in Queluz, the park surrounding the
Monserrate Palace in Sintra, the gardens of the Gulbenkian Foundation
in Lisbon and the botanical gardens of the University of Lisbon: the
Ajuda and the Tropical. Participants could also get acquainted with the
challenges faced by site administrators of the former Capuchin monas-
tery in Sintra.

The fourth Forum traditionally took place a year later, on 3—5 September
2021, in Hannover, in the Herrenhausen Gardens. The theme was ‘Histor-
ic Gardens and the Formation of European Identity’. The panellists gave
lectures devoted to the preservation and history of historic garden com-

3 Having acquired the cultural route certification, the European Network of Historic Gardens
changed its name to the European Route of Historic Gardens.
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plexes, thanks to which the listeners learnt about the processes of revitali-
sation of premises including Herrenhausen, Schwetzingen, the gardens in
Gunnebo in Sweden, and others. The lectures were also attended by a rep-
resentative of the Jan III’s Palace Museum at Wilanow Jacek Ku$mierski,
who presented the history of the journey of plants from Italy to Poland, as
well as the results of the “Citri et Aurea’ project, implemented in coopera-
tion with the Uffizi Gallery — Boboli Gardens in Florence.

European Days of Historic Gardens

The drive to promote the values of historic gardens led to the establish-
ment of the European Day of Historic Gardens in spring 2020. The date,
26 April, was not chosen at random: it is the day of the establishment
of the ERHG, with the purpose to build a wide and varied network of
resources to enhance the value of historic gardens. Every year, mem-
bers prepare many cultural, educational and informational activities for
this occasion, thus raising the awareness of the ERHG among a grow-
ing audience: not only the institution’s guests, but also the international
community. The first European Day of Historic gardens in 2020, despite
the unfavourable conditions caused by the COVID-19 epidemic, set the
course for the years to follow. The museum prepared special educational
and promotional materials, which were made available to the public on
social media and on the website.

In 2021, the European Day of Historic gardens was celebrated under the
heading ‘Historic gardens and the Formation of European Identity’. The
Museum of King Jan III’s Palace at Wilanow focused on the universal,
trans-national nature of garden art. The Embassy of Ireland in Poland
was invited to a joint celebration and funded three specimens of small-
leaved linden (7ilia cordata). The commemorative trees were planted on
the southern edge of the upper terrace of the Baroque garden by Ambas-
sador Emer O’Connell, the Museum’s director Pawet Jaskanis, and the
then head of the Garden Department of the Museum and vice-president
of the ERHG Lukasz Przybylak. The accompanying events included
volunteering in the Museum’s gardens and special online workshops
taking the participants took into virtual journey through the ERHG
member gardens. it was also the time when the ERHG initiated a new
series ‘Gardens that Vertebrate Europe’ with a film on medieval gar-
dens. The Museum also participated in it, as the part explaining the prin-
ciples applied to Baroque gardens had been recorded in the Wilanow
garden. The organisation also granted its patronage for the exhibition
‘Plants and Animals. Atlases of natural history in the age of Linnaeus’,
open to visitors from 7 May to 15 August 2021.

Scientific projects
Relationships of the Museum of King Jan III’s Palace at Wilanow with
| institutions associated in ERHG also resulted in joint research pro-
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jects. One of them is “Citri et Aurea’, conducted in cooperation with
the Uffizi Gallery — Boboli Gardens in Florence since 2019. The project
was based on historical contacts between the court of Grand Duke Co-
simo IIT of Tuscany and the court of King Jan III, established after the
victorious battle at Vienna. In 1684, eight boxes filled with many plant
species, such as the lumia lemon (Citrus lumia ‘Pomum Adami’), were
sent from Florence to Warsaw. This story initiated a project devoted to
historic citrus collections. So far, the research stage has been completed
and its results have been published in six articles, in Polish and English,
in the Passage of Knowledge. The Museum staff paid a study visit to
Florence and Rome and held an online Polish-Italian seminar on gar-
dens. The project received two subsidies from the Minister of Culture
and National Heritage under the ‘Inspiring Culture’ programme.*

The cooperation of the institutions associated in the ERHG is also a re-
sponse to the current challenges faced by specialists and administrators
of historic buildings. Therefore, in the years 20202021, the Museum
took an active part in the research on the impact of the COVID-19 pan-
demic on historic gardens, conducted in cooperation with scientists
from the Tadeusz Kosciuszko Cracow University of Technology and
the Hugo Kottataj Cracow University of Agriculture. Managers and em-
ployees of many complexes associated in the ERHG — based in, among
others, Spain, Germany, Poland, Portugal and Italy — took part in a spe-
cial survey. Not only did its results indicate a number of corollaries to
the pandemic; they also helped develop practical recommendations in
the event of another similar phenomenon.’

Summary

The five years of membership of the Museum of King Jan III’s Palace at
Wilanéw in the ERHG have been a period of great activity. The involve-
ment in European forums and Days of Historic Gardens allowed us to
establish many contacts and partnerships with institutions from all over
the continent. This has undoubtedly contributed to the further develop-
ment of the existing network of international cooperation, implemented
within the framework of individual projects or such organisations as
the International Council of Museums ICOM and the European Royal
Residences Association ARRE. The garden trend was further strength-
ened in July 2019, when the Museum joined the European Boxwood

4 J. Ku$mierski., ‘Polsko-wloskie seminarium ogrodowe “Citri et Aurea™, Studia Wila-
nowskie, vol. XXVII, 2020, pp. 173-80; J. Kusmierski, L. Przybylak, A. Ziemlewska,
““Citri et Aurea” wymiana wiedzy i do§wiadczen w zakresie historycznych kolekcji
cytrusow’, Studia Wilanowskie, vol. XXVII, 2020, pp. 163-72.

5 Detailed research results are found in the article by K. Hodor, L. Przybylak, J. Ku$mierski,
M. Wilkosz-Mamcarczyk, ‘Identification and Analysis of Problems in Selected European
Historic Gardens during the COVID-19 Pandemic’, Sustainability, 2021; 13(3):1332.
doi.org/10.3390/su13031332.
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and Topiary Society (EBTS). The association of ERHG specialists, who
daily carry out their tasks in various parts of the old continent, has cre-
ated unique conditions for creative exchange of ideas and attempts to
standardise the conservation and administrative policy towards historic
gardens while maintaining the individuality of their diverse resources.
We would like to thank fukasz Przybylak, ERHG Vice-President, and
Ana Rosa Moreno, ERHG Technical Manager, for providing part of the
materials for the communication, as well as substantive consultation.
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APPENDIX 1

Register of members and partners of the European Route of Historic Gardens

(as per 31 December 2021)

Country | Member institution Date and place | Membership
Member garden name .
name name of adhesion number
Greece Municipality of the Naoussa Municipal 29.04.2021, 18
Heroic Town of Park Lloret de Mar
Naoussa (online)
Georgia National Agency for National Botanical 20.09.2019, 14
Cultural Heritage Garden of Georgia in Sintra
Preservation in Geor- | Tbilisi
gia, Thilisi Tsinandali Alexander
Chavchavadze Garden
Batumi Botanical Gar-
den
Spain Tourist Agency of Alameda Park in San- 04.09.2021, 22
Galicia in Santiago de | tiago de Compostela Hanover
Compostela

Gardens of the Louri-
zan Residence in Her-
balonga

Gardens of the Marifian
Residence in Bergondo

Gardens of the Oca
Residence in A Estrada

Gardens of the Quintei-
ro da Cruz residence in
Ribadumia

Gardens of the Rubia-
nes Residence in Vila-
garcia de Arousa

Gardens of the Santa
Cruz de Rivadulla
Residence in Vedra

Gardens of the of Qui-
fiones de Leon Resi-
dence-Museum in Vigo

Gardens of the Souto-
maior Castle
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Country | Member institution Date and place | Membership
Member garden name .
name name of adhesion number
Sama Park in Cam- Sama Park in Cambrilis | 08.09.2017, 3
brilis Lloret de Mar
Council of Majorca in | Gardens of the Raixa 15.12.2017, 4
Palma de Mallorca Estate in Bunyola Luxembourg
(online)
Regional Government | Historic gardens of Al- | 12.04.2019, 9
of Andalusia Min- hambra and Generalife | Aranjuez
istry of Culture and in Granada
Historical Heritage in
Seville
Office of the Royal The Island Garden and | 26.04.2016, 2
Residence and City of | the Prince of Aranjuez | Lloret de Mar
Aranjuez. Aranjuez Garden
Cultural Landscape
Foundation
Municipality of Llo- Santa Clotilde Gardens | 26.04.2016, 1
ret de Mar in Lloret de Mar Lloret de Mar
Germany | Capital of the Fed- Herrenhausen Royal 20.09.2019, 15
erate State of Lower Gardens in Hanover Sintra
Saxony and of the
Hanover Region Mu-
nicipal Federation
Island of Mainau Gardens of Mainau 29.04.2021, 17
LLC in Constance Island Lloret de Mar
(online)
Poland Foundation for the Garden of the Palace 29.04.2021, 16
Protection of the in Kamieniec near Lloret de Mar
Cultural Heritage of Ktodzko (online)
gi?dzfo County in Park of the Sarny Cas-
clazno tle in Scinawka Gorna
National Museum in Garden of the Radzi- 04.09.2021, 21
Warsaw will Palace in Niebo- Hanover
row
Romantic Garden in
Arkadia
Museum of King Gardens of the Royal 15.12.2017, 5
Jan III’s Palace at Palace at Wilanow Luxembourg
Wilanow, Warsaw (online)
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Country | Member institution Date and place | Membership
Member garden name X
name name of adhesion number
Royal Castle in War- | Gardens of the Royal 15.12.2017, 6
saw — Museum Castle in Warsaw Luxembourg
(online)
Portugal Foundation of the José do Canto Botan- 29.04.2021, 19
José do Canto Garden | ical Garden in Ponta Lloret de Mar
in Ponta Delgada Delgada (online)
Serralves Foundation | Serralves Park in Porto | 29.04.2021, 20
in Porto Lloret de Mar
(online)
Parques de Sintra- Gardens of the Nation- | 20.09.2019, 13
-Monte da Lua, S.A. al Palace of Queluz Sintra
in Sintra Monserrate Park in
Sintra
Pena Park in Sintra
Hungary | Hungarian Garden Park of the Esterhaza 04.09.2021, 23
Heritage Foundation Palace in Fert6d Hanover
in Budapest
Italy Uffizi Gallery in Boboli Gardens in 05.09.2018, 8
Florence Florence Collodi
Institute of Hadrian’s | Gardens of Villa d’Este | 12.04.2019, 11
Villa and Villa d’Este | in Tivoli Aranjuez
in Tivoli
Historical Museum Miramare Castle Park 12.04.2019, 12
and Miramare Castle | in Trieste Aranjuez
Park in Trieste
Carlo Collodi Nation- | Garzoni Historic Gar- 15.12.2017, 7
al Foundation den in Collodi Luxembourg
(online)
Royal Palace in Ca- Park of the Royal Pal- 12.04.2019, 10
serta ace in Caserta Aranjuez

Cooperating institutions:

1.
2.

European Boxwood and Topiary Society (EBTS), United Kingdom;

Cracow University of Technology, Department of Landscape Archi-
tecture, Poland;
University of Barcelona (UB), Spain;

University of Lisbon (ULisboa), Portugal;

University of Girona (UdG), Spain.
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Independent collaborators:

1. Christopher Peignart — specialist in historic gardens, France;
2. Jacek Kusmierski — conservator of historic gardens, Poland,
3. Nathalie Devernon — landscape architect, France.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Council of Europe, Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe. National Coun-
try Mapping Poland, ed. L. Piekarska, 2020, p. 20, rm.coe.int/cmd-po-
land-eng-web-2021-01/1680a3c4f2 (accessed 26 January 2022).

Council of Europe, European Route of Historic Gardens, www.coe.int/en/web/
cultural-routes/european-route-of-historic-gardens2 (accessed 26 January
2022).

Europejski Szlak Ogrodow Historycznych, Goals of the ERHG Association,
europeanhistoricgardens.eu/en/goals-of-the-rejhis/ (accessed 26 February
2022).

Hodor K., Przybylak L., Kusmierski J., Wilkosz-Mamcarczyk M., ‘Identifi-
cation and Analysis of Problems in Selected European Historic Gardens
during the COVID-19 Pandemic’, Sustainability, 2021; 13(3):1332, doi.
org/10.3390/su13031332.

Kuss D., Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe. Evaluation Cycle 2019-2020.
Expert report: ““Cultural Route of European Historic Gardens”, rm.coe.int/
historic-gardens-of-europe-en/1680a359d2 (accessed 26 January 2022).

Kusmierski J., Europa zjednoczonych ogrodow. Rola Europejskiego Szlaku
Ogrodow Historycznych w realizacji polityki kulturalnej Unii Europej-
skiej (Scinawka Gorna 2021), www.zameksarny.pl/2022/01/europa-zjed-
noczonych-ogrodow/ (accessed 26 January 2022).

Kus$mierski J., ‘Polsko-wloskie seminarium ogrodowe “Citri et Aurea’, Stu-
dia Wilanowskie, vol. 27, 2020, pp. 173-80.

Kus$mierski J., Przybylak L., Ziemlewska A., “Citri et Aurea”: wymiana wie-
dzy i1 doswiadczen w zakresie historycznych kolekcji cytrusow’, Studia
Wilanowskie, vol. 27, 2020, pp. 163-72.

Museum of King Jan III’s Palace at Wilanow, Certyfikat Europejskiego Szlaku
Kulturowego, www.wilanow-palac.pl/certyfikat europejskiego szlaku
kulturowego.html (accessed 26 January 2022).

Museum of King Jan III’s Palace at Wilandw, Europejski Szlak Ogrodow
Historycznych (ERHG), www.wilanow-palac.pl/europejski_szlak ogro-
dow_historycznych european_route of historic_gardens.html (accessed
26 January 2022).

Museum of King Jan III’s Palace at Wilanow, Wspolpraca miedzynarodowa
Muzeum Patacu Krola Jana III w Wilanowie, www.wilanow-palac.pl/
wspolpraca_miedzynarodowa muzeum_palacu_w_wilanowie.html (ac-
cessed 7 March 2022).

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

p. 443 Plaque of the European Route of Historic gardens in the entrance gate to

the Wilanéw gardens; photo by Lukasz Przybylak, 2020

Nela Kokoszka, Jacek Kusmierski, Museum of King Jan III's Palace at Wilanéw in the framework
of the European Route of Historic Gardens in the years 2017-2021



p. 444 Official presentation of the certificate of membership to the Museum
of King Jan III’s Palace at Wilanow during the 3rd Forum of Historic
gardens in Hanover. From the left: Jaume Dulsat i Rodriguez, Nela Ko-
koszka, Jacek Kusmierski, Lukasz Przybylak; photo by Nela Kokoszka,
2021

NELA KOKOSZKA
ORCID https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3208-3301

Master of Biology, Engineer of Landscape Architecture, deputy head of the
Museum Education Department, Museum of King Jan III’s Palace at Wilanow.
She started working at the Museum in 2009, initially conducting educational
activities on nature-related topics, dedicated to various age groups. She is the
author of articles, educational cards, information brochures related to the his-
tory and nature of Wilanow gardens and dedicated to children and adults, as
well as the curator of educational activities addressed to adult guests, curator
of floristic exhibitions organised in the Museum. She represents the Museum
in the European Route of Historic Gardens.

The study was conducted as part of the statutory work of the Museum.

Contact: nkokoszka@muzeum-wilanow.pl

JACEK KUSMIERSKI
ORCID https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5755-9871

Master Engineer of Landscape Architecture, specialist for historic gardens at
the Museum of King Jan III’s Palace at Wilanow, postgraduate student at the
Cracow University of Technology, member of the Polish Committee of the
International Council of Museums (ICOM-Poland) and of the Association of
Landscape Architecture (Stowarzyszenie Architektury Krajobrazu, SAK), and
collaborator of the European Route of Historic Gardens (ERHG). His research
interests encompass the cultural history of gardens, conservation of historic
greenery complexes, as well as garden museology.

The study was conducted as part of the statutory work of the Museum.

Contact: jkusmierski@muzeum-wilanow.pl

KX X X % European Route of Cultural route
* *  Historic Ga rd ens of the Council of Europe
Itinerario Europeo dei Giardini Storici Itinéraire culturel
| I Itinerario Europeo de Jardines Histéricos du Conseil de I’Europe

litinéraire Européen des Jardins Historiques

https://studiawilanowskie.com

COUNCIL OF EUROPE

CONSEIL DE 'EUROPE

453




